C & C research paper rubric

_____ This is an A paper.  The author of this essay has identified a distinct and interesting focus to his/her paper, and it is clearly stated.  Not only does the paper contain clear and insightful bases for comparison and contrast, but it is well structured and organized. Transitions are used successfully; one idea flows logically to the next.  In addition, the author successfully supports ideas from a variety of sources.  Finally, the paper is practically free from spelling, usage, and punctuation errors and follows the MLA documentation form, including a works cited page.  Clearly much time and effort have been put into this paper.

_____ This is a B paper.  The author has a distinct focus to his/her paper, but it may not be interesting, thoroughly developed, or clearly explained.  The paper contains a clear basis for comparison and contrast.  Overall, the paper is well organized, but transitions may be weak in places. Although the author uses support from outside sources, some information might not be clearly explained or developed. The author may explain two subjects without drawing significant or conclusions. Finally, the paper may have a few errors in spelling, usage, and punctuation. MLA documentation is followed mostly, but there may be minor errors in documentation throughout the paper and on the works cited page.

_____ This is a C paper.  The paper has a general focus, but it is not interesting, thoroughly developed, or clearly explained.  The basis for comparison and contrast are inconsistent or the ideas are not fully developed.  The author may explain two subjects without explaining the similarities and differences between them.  The author attempts to organize ideas logically, but fails in places. Transitions are not used consistently.  There is little support, although some research is evident. Some information is not explained fully. Finally, the paper has frequent errors in spelling, usage, and punctuation. MLA documentation is followed inconsistently with some sources are not cited properly. 

_____ This is a D paper.  The ideas presented are unfocused and unclear.  There is little organizational pattern or support system present. The ideas are presented in a cursory manner, with little development. Transitions are not used. Support is limited, if present at all.  Finally, the paper has many errors in spelling, usage, and punctuation. MLA documentation format has not been followed consistently.  Clearly little time, effort, and thought have been put into this paper.

_____ This paper needs to be rewritten.  The student does not meet the requirements of the assignment.
